
 

Mott Park Recreation Association  

 
Minutes of Meeting - August 12, 2016 

 
Present: Tom Saxton, Ginny Braun, Cal Chase, Bob Knox, Jack Stock and Brian 
Barkey 
 
Absent:, Sheldon Neeley, Sonja Markwart and Sue Goering 
 
Those noted to be present above met at the time and place set for meeting of the 
Association.  A quorum was present. 
 
The President led discussion in the following areas: 
 

Minutes.  The minutes for the meeting held on July 13, 2016 were reviewed, corrected 
and  approved as corrected.  
 

Treasurer’s Report.   Bob circulated a report of the financial status of the Association 
by email prior to the meeting.  This report was approved as submitted.  
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

Legal Agreement with the City.  Brian circulated and reviewed the latest version of a 
draft partnership agreement with the City of Flint governing our control and use of the 
Recreation Area grounds and the buildings.  This agreement incorporated several 
changes suggested at the last Association meeting as well as changes suggested by 
Adam Moore.  Adam was still working on getting separate utility computations for the 
Association grounds and clubhouse and he was in the process of getting smart meters 
for the area so that power could be separately billed, since the agreement requires the 
Association to pay these expenses.   Following this discussion, a motion authorizing 
the President to execute the partnership agreement on behalf of the Association and 
submit it to the City was passed. 
 

Plan Document.  Tom is working on a document that describes our use plan with the 
help of a resource person at Kettering.  The plan will then be submitted for final review 
and approval by the Association, then used to facilitate funding requests.   Kurt is also 
working on a plan document. 
 

Website.  Bob has completed work on the Recreation Area web site.  The address is 
www.mpraa.net.  He  will continue to work on this and additional suggestions and 
comments were made.  We decided to publish the meeting minutes and financial 
reports approved at our Association Board meetings on this site in an effort to keep 
interested people informed about activities of the Association.  
 

Grant Status.  Ginny has been successful in securing a $1,000 grant from the 

http://www.mpraa.net./


Community Foundation for repairs to the fencing near the parking lot and planting wild 
flowers on the grounds.  Following discussion of her plans, we decided to execute and 
accept this grant for the stated purposes. 
 

Disc Golf Project.  The Flint Town Flyerz, a disk golf group, has applied to conduct a 
disk golf tournament on August 20th from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.  Brian circulated a 
proposed use agreement for this event and reviewed their compliance with the 
insurance requirements.  They will use temporary, portable equipment and will return 
the area to its pre-tournament condition.  It will have the further beneficial effect of 
allowing them to evaluate the more permanent course they would like to develop on the 
grounds.   Following discussion, this use agreement for the event was approved. 
 

Porchfest Tom reported that the Porchfest event had been cancelled. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Mowing Report.  Cal circulated a detailed report of the mowing activities for this 
season, including the hours contributed by volunteers keeping the area mowed and the 
expenses associated with this effort.  The mower was currently at a repair facility in 
Flushing where the hydraulic leak was being investigated.    He estimated that it would 
be out of service for two weeks.  Cal had developed a form letter that he proposed to 
use to thank people who volunteered time and services to mow the grounds or repair 
and maintain the mowing equipment.   Adam pointed out that this information would be 
useful in illustrating the community support that the Association currently enjoys in its 
maintenance and operation of the area.   
 

Byrne Grant Interview.  Tom reported that he had been contacted for an interview by 
a research team at the University of Michigan, who wanted to talk to him about 
Association activities.  Jack explained that the Byrne Grant was a project designed to 
reduce crime in the University Corridor, of which the Recreation Area was a part.  The 
research team was gathering information about the impact of various types of 
community activities on crime.  We discussed making our activities more public by 
posting our meeting minutes and financial reports on the web site and Tom was 
encouraged to share this information with the research team. 
 

Turkey Trot Trail Work.  Since the last meeting, some people who were active with 
the annual Turkey Trot entered the area grounds and brought in sand and a loader and 
dug out a trench that linked the pond area to the drainage ditch.  They spread sand 
along the course in this area.  Tom investigated who had done this and learned that 
that berson had felt that he had been given permission to do this and got keys for 
access from one of the people doing the mowing, who likewise thought Gould had been 
given permission.  The nature of the work was discussed and it was determined that 
the work did not have a negative effect on the wetland or pond.  We decided to change 
the padlocks to the gates in the area and we should make it clear to anyone who 
inquired that we had a process for securing permission for any non-public activity in the 
Recreation Area.  Also, we will post signs to this effect on the gates so that anyone 



who wanted access through these gates would have contact information for an 
Association representatives.    It was stressed that any use of the Recreation Area 
grounds that involved exclusive use of any of the grounds, conducted any activity that 
potentially damaged any portion of the grounds, required parking or created potential 
legal liability will require prior permission. 

 

Patronicity Program.  Jack described this new state sponsored grant program which 
provided matching funds for projects that had significant public community support.  He 
explained the elements of the program.  Applications and proposals were due by 
September 30th and there were important mandatory elements to trigger eligibility.  

Jack reported that Kettering was willing to support the project.  Adam raised several 
attributes that could lead to favorable treatment and we discussed ways of making 
Association fundraising a part of this project.  Bob volunteered to work on behalf of the 
Association with Kettering on this project.  Following discussion a motion was passed 
to form a task force to prepare a grant application and design a grant campaign under 
this program.   
 

Other New Business.  Adam described the work that would be done in the next 
several months in Mott Park in the playground.   It would involve the installation of new 
playground equipment in the Park in mid October and would require about 30 
volunteers. 
 
Adam also reminded the Association Board that a City Park Bond renewal ballot 
proposal would be on the November ballot. 
 
The agenda having been completed, the meeting was adjourned at 10:48 AM. 
 
 
 
       Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
 
       __________________________ 
       Brian Barkey, Secretary    
 
  


